516                     SOUTH-EASTERN EUROPE              Part Hi j>

When once this first step had been taken, further developments
followed without undue difficulty. On the 3rd October, 1933} a
further informal meeting between King Alexander and King Boris
took place at Euxinograd, near Varna, when the King and Queen
of Jugoslavia were on their way to Turkey,1 and from the 10th to
the 13th December, 1933, King Boris and Queen loanna paid an
official visit to Belgrade. The enthusiastic welcome which was ac-
corded to the King and Queen of Bulgaria in Belgrade testified to
the popular support which the movement for rapprochement between
Bulgaria and Jugoslavia enjoyed in Jugoslavia. The significance of
these interviews was not diminished by the fact that they formed
part of a series of meetings between kings and statesmen in South-
Eastern Europe which were the outward signs of the intensive
diplomatic activity that was going on during the last months of the
year 1933.2'

The signs of growing friendliness between Bulgaria and Jugoslavia
had been watched with somewhat mixed feelings by Bulgaria's other
neighbours. Greece and Turkey, as the leading advocates of a Balkan
Federation, might have been expected to rejoice at the appeasement
of a feud which had been one of the principal obstacles in the way
of union; but in fact the rapid progress of the Bulgarian-Jugoslav
rapprochement caused alarm rather than satisfaction at Angora and
Athens. The prospect which it appeared to open up of a fiilfilment
of Serb Nationalist aspirations was regarded with apprehension; for
a Greater Jugoslavia which had swallowed up Bulgaria would be in a
position to dominate South-Eastern Europe instead of entering into
a federation with other states on equal terms. The Graeco-Turkish
reaction took the form of pressure upon Bulgaria to enter into closer
relations with Greece and Turkey. The friendship between those two
countries, which had been established in 1930 and confirmed and
strengthened in 1931,3 and had been maintained by means of a
frequent interchange of views, was a signal example of the reversal
of relations between two former enemies; and Turkey, whose own
relations with Bulgaria were normally friendly,4 had consistently used
her influence to promote a detente between Bulgaria and Greece.

Apart from the question of a Bulgarian outlet on the Aegean,5
which had been more or less in abeyance for some years, there were
a number of financial differences between Greece and Bulgaria which

1 See below, pp. 523-4.                                                                a LOG. Git.

3 See the Survey for 1930, Part II B, section (iii); the Survey for 1931, Part
III B, section (i).                 4 See the Survey for 1931, Part III B, section (ii).

5 Seethe Survey for 1920-3, pp. 337-40; the Survey for 1926, pp. 213-14; the
Survey for 1930, p. 148.